
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Gambino Medical and Science Foundation 

Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) 
Child Life Specialist 

 
On behalf of Northwell Health and Cohen Children’s Medical Center, I write to share an update 
on the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) Child Life specialist supported by the Gambino 
Medical and Science Foundation. With your help,  Corinne Mullins made a positive impact on 
the lives our patients treated in the PICU.  
 
While the previous year saw many challenges from a medical perspective, Cohen Children’s 
maintained its position as a top children’s hospital in the nation. U.S. News and World Report 
recognized our children’s hospital in nine out of 10 subspecialty areas in June 2022. Later this 
summer, Cohen Children’s opened the Damaghi Family Pediatric Surgical Operating Complex, 
which brought eight advanced operating rooms on-site at the children’s hospital along with a 26-
bay pre-and-post procedure recovery unit. Within the new Damaghi Family Pediatric Surgical 
Operating Complex, our pediatric surgeons are now performing cardiac, orthopedic, 
neurosurgery and general surgery in a beautiful and modern new facility fully dedicated to 
children. Our surgical procedures were previously performed in an operatory where adults were 
treated alongside our pediatric patients. The new Damaghi Family Pediatric Surgical Operating 
Complex has provided an expansion into new surgical programming such as robotic 
neurosurgery and minimally invasive spinal procedures. Moreover, all of this care is provided in 
an environment that is supported by our child life curriculum and child life specialists. The final 
quarter of the year – fall/winter 2022 -  our children’s hospital experienced a tremendous surge in 
patient volume due to the influx of respiratory illnesses including RSV, COVID-19 and the flu. 
As a result of these highly contagious respiratory illnesses, Cohen Children’s operated with more 
patients in a socially distanced environment for patient safety. During this period, the child life 
programming was critical because our playrooms needed to be temporarily as group play areas. 
Our specialists pivoted to rely on bedside therapy and medical play to encourage patients to 
achieve milestones and socialize normally without the use of the playrooms. Our therapists 
developed new creative content that could be supported at the bedside and viewed through our 
television channels. A majority of patients that were treated at Cohen Children’s during this time 
were under the age of five years old. 
 
As a Child Life Specialist in the PICU, Corinne Mullins performs in the following ways: 

• Uses developmentally appropriate play experiences as a primary tool in assessing and 
meeting a child’s psychosocial needs 

• Allows patients and families to make choices and decisions when appropriate to 
maximize feelings of control. 

• Provides education and teaching materials to assist patients in better understanding their 
medical environment and experiences. 

• Develop with patient a planned coping technique for upcoming procedures 
• Creates legacy opportunities and planning with patient and family for end-of-life 

situations. 
 



About Corinne Mullins: 
Corinne began at Cohen Children’s as a Child Life Specialist in January 2017. She received her 
bachelor’s degree from the University of South Carolina focusing on experimental psychology. 
She trained in child life services first at the University in Vermont where she completed a three 
month practicum and then at Good Samaritan Hospital performing more than 560 hours in training. 
She resides in Brooklyn, New York.  


